Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, January 14, 2007

The Christmas season ended (for the Church) last Monday with the feast of The
Baptism of the Lord. We now enter Ordinary Time — the thirty-four weeks that
make up the bulk of the liturgical year. Ordinary time will continue until Feb. 21
when Lent begins. It resumes after the celebration of Pentecost (May 27).

During Ordinary Time this year we will be reading from the Gospel accord-
ing to Luke. However before beginning Luke the liturgy offers us one last epiphany
—the story of the Wedding Feast at Cana from the Gospel of John.

Thefirst half of John's Gospel narrates seven signs or miracles. John cals
these signs because they reveal who Jesusis. In John's terminology, they “glorify.”
For example, the curing of the blind man manifests that Jesus is the Light of the
World. The feeding of the multitude reveal s that Jesusisthe Bread of Life. The
raising of Lazarusleadsto Jesus proclamation, “I am the resurrection.”

The story of the wedding at Cana offers avariety of rich images and allu-
sions. Jesus preaching frequently evokes weddings and banquets to signify the
Kingdom. But the focus of John’s story ison the sign or miracle itself. Jesus hosts
are running out of wine. At hand are some jars of water used “for Jewish ceremonial
washings.” Jesus transforms the water into the finest wine. What doesthissign re-
veal about Jesus?

Scholars commonly agree that the Cana story anticipates the cross of Jesus
when he transforms the covenant or the relationship between God and humanity.
The water symbolizes the old law. The new wine symbolizes the New Kingdom
initiated by Jesus. In other words, this sign reveals Jesus to be an agent of change.

Today’ s second reading offers avision of what God is accomplishing in this
change. Paul writes to a church at Corinth that is badly divided. Some Corinthian
Chrigtianstake great pride in their special gifts. The “gift of tongues’ seemsto be
the divisive issue. Thisis not a capacity to speak foreign languages. Rather it ap-
pears to be a non-linguistic, verbal expression of the Spirit that only afew can inter-
pret. Those who have the gift to speak and those who interpret seem to have set
themselves apart as especially graced by the Spirit.

Paul resists such divisive attitudes. Thereis only one Spirit of Christ given
to all the baptized. This Spirit is manifest in avariety of gifts. The authentic expres-
sion of these gifts unites the community. Divisive attitudes and behavior are not
from the Spirit. The “sign” of the Church that manifests Christ’s Spirit is unity.

Tragicaly Christians have not been very good about living in unity. The
Church of Jesusisfractured. Recognizing this, many churches have dedicated a
week each year to prayer for the unity of Christians. This special time begins Thurs-
day, Jan. 18.

Monday our nation celebrates Martin Luther King. Dr. King worked to end
the racial divisions that have marred American life from our country’ s beginning.
He envisioned a country at peace with itself and with the world. As with so many
prophets of human dignity and peace, he was killed. His dream, America sdream, is
yet to be accomplished.

The change symbolized at Cana and initiated on the crossis the divine
transformation of humanity from violence and division to unity and peace. It isthe
promise of God’ s Kingdom. The annual prayer for Christian unity and the celebra-
tion of Dr. King offer us opportunities to pray and work for the kind of community
God wantsfor us. At St. Martin’s let us work to be that kind of church described in
the Second Eucharistic Prayer for Reconciliation, “asign of unity and an instrument
of peace.”

- Fr. Jack

Rectory ... 294-8953

Mon. —Fri. 9am. -5 p.m.

School Office ... 287-3630

7:30 am. —3:30 p.m.

Pastoral Care ... 289-9617

Tues. —Fri. 8:30am.—4:30 p.m.
Liturgy ... 289-9617

Mon— Thurs. 9:00 am. —4:30 p.m.
Catechetical ... 289-9608

Mon.— Thurs. 8:30 p.m. —4:30 p.m.

Saturday

8:00 Amado Colgo t
5:00 SueCancilla ¥t
Sunday

7: 00 Logan M. Koontz t
8:30 Antoinette Lipari T
10:00 St. Martin’s Parishioners
11:30 Chelli Family t
6:00 AdaTrevisant
Monday

8:00 Britney McGagint
Tuesday

8:00 Stanley Fairline T
Wednesday

8:00 Edward LaFare T
Thursday

8:00 Manuel Gascon 1
Friday

8:00 Angelo Lonero T
Saturday

8:00 Rosalane Cantaniat
5:00 Henrietta Goffredo T

Weekly Offering (01/1-1/7)..... $17,413.00
Weekly Goal.......ccceeveerrvecriirenns $14,917.00
Variance...+16.5%

Actua Fiscal YTD............$385,421.00
YTD Goal for 01/7/07....$402, 759.00
Variance...-4.5%

Thank you for your continued
support!!
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Pizza~ Fun ~ Family Time ~ New Friends

Friday, January 26
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Been away from the Church for a while? If you have considered coming back, but have concerns and doubits,
"Take Another Look" could be for you. This five week series will begin on Monday January 15th, and is especially
designed for those who have been away from the Church. The series is co-sponsored by St. Martin's, Queen of
Apostles and St. Joseph of Cupertino parishes. We meet at Queen of Apostles Parish from 7:00 to 9:00 P.M.
Come and see what has changed since you've been away. Let us welcome you back Home!!! Flyers available in
the vestibule, or call Joy at 289-9608.

Judge for yourself...try these web sites and see what you find!
www.dailygospel.com www.paxchristiusa.or g www.amer icancatholic.or ghttp:
Www.praythenews.com

Don’t’ Forget about FOOD BOX PACKING

Friday, January 19, 2007 7:00 PM in the Gym




People Ministering to People

I St. Martin’s Open House ] | LITURGICAL MINISTRIES I

St. Martin of Tours School Open House

Tuesday, January 30 to our new Choir Director
8:30—-11:30 am. This weekend, we welcome our new Choir Director for ./)
Kindergarten information meetings at the 11:30 am. Sunday Masses, Ophelia Chau. Ophelia P
8:30 and 11:00 am. is agraduate student in the Liturgical Music program at

Santa Clara University. She has sung and played in parishes

All parishioners and parents of prospective studentsarein-  throughout the diocese and previously sang with the San
vited to visit the school for tours and classroom observation.  Francisco Symphony Chorus. Opheliais excited to be work-
Come see your parish school in action! ing with the choir at St. Martin®@ Pleasejoin usin welcom-
Admission packets are available in the school and rectory ing her (and her husband, Bill) to the parish.
offices.

Completed applications are due February 9, 2006.

K. Martin of Tours Elementary School admits students of
any race, color, national and ethnic origin, and does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and eth- :
nic origin in administration of its educational policies, ad-

mission policies, scholarship and loan programs, and ath-

letic and other school administered programs. I

!
Peace and Justice ] + , &
The Interfaith Council on Religion, Race, Economic and %
Sociad Justice will hold a hearing this Wednesday, Jan. 17, I g

at the UFCW Hall, 240 S. Market in San Jose at 5:30pm $ %
on the subject of San Jose Hotel Housekeepers, “Creating
Luxury, Enduring Pain.” Members of St. Martin of Tours
Parish are urged to attend. An opening ritual will be held at
4:30, followed by refresnments and the public hearing in the ! o1
Hall.

“| dream of aland where men will not take necessities from |
the many to give luxuries to the few.” Rev. Dr. Martin Lu- '
ther King, Jr., December 1961.
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Wednesday, January 17, 2007 @ 7:30 pm: Transitions Support Group

Transitionsis adrop-in support group for those who are undergoing the transition from couple-hood to single-hood. If you
or someone you know has suffered the breakup of a marriage or significant relationship, this group may be helpful. The
meetings are informal and unstructured, confidential and safe. We have asmall lending library of helpful books you may bor-
row, keep, or pass on to others. Thereisno charge.

Location: St. Thomas Aquinas Pastoral Center, 3290 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, 94306.

Moreinformation: http://paloaltocatholic.org/AofA.html or contact Randy Jones, 408.739.2881, transi-

tions@pal oaltocatholic.org *** Meetings are every Wednesday ***




