Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, February 18, 2007

Lent begins thisweek on Ash Wednesday. Thisisthe traditional period of
penance that precedes the celebration of Easter. The season hasitsrootsin an
intensive period of preparation for those who will be baptized at the Easter
Vigil. Originally the period lasted only afew days but by the time of the
Council of Nicea (A.D. 325) it had been extended to forty days.

The period of forty days imitates the fasts of Moses, Elijah and Jesus
Himself. At first there were but six weeksin the Lenten season. But one may
not fast on Sunday because it celebrates Jesus' resurrection. So four days had
to be added to the six weeksin order to reach forty days. Thus since the 7"
century Lent has begun on Ash Wednesday, four days before the season’s
first Sunday.

The custom of placing ashes on our foreheadsis also ancient. Itisa
symbol of penance. Characters in the Old Testament expressed a penitentia
attitude by dropping a handful of ashes on their head. Our own practiceisa
bit neater.

In our diocese Catholics are asked to fast on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. We abstain from eating meat on the Fridays of Lent. Each Fri-
day we have scheduled an opportunity for prayer and service here at our par-
ish. Penance, prayer and good works comprise the traditional activities that
characterize this season.

The Lenten readings assigned for Sunday and daily massin Lent are
ancient. That is, these readings have been used for Lenten liturgies since the
first millennium. In the liturgical renewal that followed Vatican Il the origi-
nal meaning of Lent was restored. It isonce again atime of intensive prepa
ration for those who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. At various Sunday
liturgies during Lent our catechumens will be present. They will state their
intention to be baptized and seek our support. We vary the mass times for
these scrutinies so each worshiping community can participate. On these oc-
casions we hear the traditional scriptural readings from the Gospel of John
(the woman at the well, the man born blind and the raising of Lazarus).

Thisyear at the other Sunday masses we will be reading from the
Gospel of Luke (year C). Today’s selection from Luke provides a wonderful
preparation for the Lenten season to come.

Today’s gospel comes from Luke's Sermon on the Plane. It is
Luke's version of the better known Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew.
“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who mistreat you. To the person who strikes you on one
cheek, offer the other one as well, and from the person who takes your cloak,
do not withhold your tunic. Give to everyone who asks of you...”

Jesus' words here seem entirely too much. The Church has taken
Jesus at His word when, for example, he forbids divorce. But the words of
Jesus we hear today have long been treated as a kind of divine hyperbole.
The are unreasonable. So, for example, for centuries the Church has accom-
modated itself to war and violence. Our time is certainly no exception.

But Jesus not only speaks these words; He lives by them. Lent is
preparation for the celebration of the Paschal Mystery — Jesus' death and res-
urrection. When His opponents come to arrest Him He offers no resistance.
He forbids His followers to use violence (the sword) in His defense. He
warnsthat if we seek to secure ourselves through violence we will becomeits
victim. It seems to me that our present national crisis well illustrates the truth
of the Lord’s admonition.

Aswe enter into this year's Lenten season we could not do better
than to take today’ s gospel for our meditation. How would our lives change if
we took Jesus at His word? What practical steps might we take to follow the
Lord faithfully as He begins His fina journey to Jerusalem? - Fr. Jack
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Weekly Sacrificial Giving
Report

Weekly Offering (2/5-2/11/07)..$18,547.00
Weekly Goal.......cccovvveverennne, $14,917.00
Variance .....+24%

Actua Fiscal YTD............$454,133.00
YTD Goal for 01/14/07....$477,344.00
Variance...-5%

Thank you for continued support!!




S. Martin of ToursChurch

[ Catechetical Ministry ]l

VBC KICKOFF MEETING Tuesday, Feb 12th

Come find out the theme for this year’s VBC, enjoy refreshments, and chat with our leadership team! We're
looking for new faces to fill various Coordinator roles, volunteer to help current Coordinators, staff our VBC
classrooms and much, much more!

CHILDREN’S CATECHETICAL MINISTRY (CCM) will not meet on February 22nd as many schools are
on winter break or March 1% dueto LA Religious Congress. Catechetical sessions will resume March 8th.
SUNDAY PROGRAMS

No Jr. High session on February 25th, but the Nursery is open and Preschool and CLW are happening!
VACATION BIBLE CAMP is ramping up!

What is exciting, easy, experiential and engaging? Ever consider how you can play arolein putting on this
fabulously fun program for the children of St. Martin’s Parish? If you like to help, please email Trudy at
trudyschenk @pachell.net. VBC Camp Dates: June 18-22.

) Adult Faith Formation )

RCIA: Do you know what the Rite of Election is??? The Rite of Election isthe ritein which
the larger church recognizes and celebrates the Catechumens new status as the "Elect” of God; indicating that
they have been called and chosen for Christian life. The Rite will be celebrated On Sunday. February 25th at
St. Joseph® Cathedral in downtown San Jose. Please join us at the 8:30 A.M. Mass here at St. Martin®@as

we "send" our Catechumens off to the Cathedral with our prayers, blessings, and love. Please keep Steve,
George, Daniel, Ricky and Megan in your prayers as they enter this very special timein their journey! Remem-
ber: all are welcome to bring their questions about becoming Catholic to RCIA Inquiry sessions each Thursday
evening at 7 in the Catechetical Office.
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We now have a new addition to our weekly bulletin: In the space titled " Scripture
Scroll" you will find the readings for the coming Sunday and occasionally some related information that might
be of interest. A very easy and important way to make mass more meaningful (as well asto learn more about
the Bible!) isto spend afew minutes before you come to mass reading the Scriptures for that week. As our sto-
ries become more and more familiar to us, they aso become more meaningful. Get the most out of our commu-

nity worship by preparing yourself ahead of time! Take alook at these readings for next Sunday:
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

First reading: Deuteronomy 26: 4-19 Second reading: Romans 10: 8-13 Gospel: Luke4: 1-13

———

All areinvited to a Chinese New Y ear mass (in English), including a ceremony to honor the
ancestors, on Sunday, March 4 at 11 AM at St. Joseph of Cupertino Church, 10110 N. De
AnzaBlvd., Cupertino. A reception with food and entertainment will follow in the parish hall
(those attending are asked to bring different ethnic foods to share). For more information,
please, please contact Fr. Greg at 252-7623 x24.



People Ministering to People

I Ladies Guild I

Ladies Guild Meeting Monday, February 26th at
11:30 AM in the Community Building. Pot luck
Salad lunch. Dessert, coffee, teaand punch. Bring a
cold salad for eight ladies.

[ PEACE AND JUSTICE H

Today Amazing Grace Sunday is celebrated nation-
wide. "Amazing Grace," amovie about the freeing of
davesin the 19th century will be released on Feb.
23; at which time a national movement to stop
contemporary slavery, human trafficking, will be
launched.

For more information about the movie and about
John Newton, who wrote"Amazing Grace" and
fought slavery in England, check out
WWW.amazi nggracemovie.com.

£
Bring Your “ A”Gametothe RASSAN
Three-on-Three \

Saturday, March 17, 2007, 8:00 am to 3:00pm, in the Saint
Martin Gym.

Reserve your spot now for Saint Martin Men’s Club
12" Annual 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament.

Six games minimum per team (round-robin); single
elimination championship round follows. Specia T-
shirts for all players; prizes awarded to champions
and runners-up. All adults 18 and over invited. TV
coverage of the Second Round NCAA Div. | action.
Great day of competition and fellowship.

Teamsupto5 @ $125
Individuals @ $25
Commemorative 3-on-3 T-shirts
Maximum 16 teams

Reservations and information:
John Heagerty 408.275.9400
jheagerty @coakley-heagerty.com

I Liturgy ]
OPERATION RICE BowL
DURING LENT

Our parish will be participating in Operation Rice
Bowl this Lent.

What is Operation Rice Bowl|?

On Ash Wednesday, we will hear the Lenten call to
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Operation Rice Bowl
embraces these practices during Lent. It invites partici-
pants to:

pray with their families and faith communities,

fast in solidarity with those who are hungry,

lear n about our brothers and sisters around the world,
and give sacrificial contributions to the poor.

Operation Rice Bow! isthe official Lenten program
of Catholic Relief Services, and calls Catholicsin the
United States to reach out in solidarity with the poor
around the world.

How doesit work?
Assemble the symbolic rice bowl found in today’s bul-
letin and place it on your dinner table or some other
significant place in your home.

PRAY the prayer on the calendar. During Lent, set
aside timeto pray, asindividuals, asafamily and asa
parish. See the insert in the bulletin for Friday evening
prayer activities during Lent.

FAST from food (you can try some of the recipes
found in the calendars) or refrain from some activities
during Lent and instead place the money from your
sacrificesinto the rice bowl. Cometo our Lenten Soup
Supper.

L EARN about people throughout the world by reading
the daily remindersand weekly stories on the calendar,
and on our website at www.stmartin.org/RiceBowl.htm
GIVE by converting all your donations into one check
at the end of Lent, placing it in the envelope provided
and returning it to the church.

Aswe journey through Lent this year, may our prayers
and sacrifice help usto grow in solidarity with people
throughout the world.




