Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, February 4, 2007

Next Sunday, Feb. 11, Fr. Paul Fitzgerald, S.J. will be speaking at our Parish Faith
Formation series. Fr. Paul will celebrate the 10 A.M., making his presentation fol-

lowing mass in the Meeting Room (the gym). Fr. Fitzgerald teaches at Santa Clara
University, publishes widely and is a very well known speaker. His topic is “Why

bad things happen to good people.” | hope you will take advantage of this wonder-
ful opportunity.

For the past few weeks | have been commenting on the Profession of
Faith that we proclaim at Sunday mass. The core of this Profession or Creed isthe
proclamation that God raised Jesus from death and made Him Lord. Asl| fre-
guently observe, Christians really only need to make one act of faith. If one be-
lievesin Jesus' resurrection everything else we do and profess follows.

In today’ s second reading from Paul’ s First Letter to the Corinthians we
have the earliest recorded Profession of Faith. This text has received an immense
amount of attention from scholars over the past century both becauseit is so very
ancient and because it is the words of an apostle, that is, one who experienced the
risen Christ.

After Paul left Corinth Christians there wrote a series of lettersto him
asking for guidance about avariety of issues. The two letters to the Corinthians are
made up of Paul’s responses. In chapter 15 of First Corinthians Paul answers a
particularly important question.

It seems that some believers at Corinth deny that we will rise from the
dead. We do not know the exact reason for this denial. Perhaps these Greek Chris-
tians were influenced by Plato’ s teaching about the soul’ simmortality and did not
want their bodies back. In any case, Paul responds in the strongest terms possible.
His argument is quite simple. If we do not rise from the dead then Jesus did not
rise. And if Jesus did not rise then Christians are fools (next week’ s reading). The
entire faith rests on the foundation of Jesus’ resurrection.

Today’s reading is the core of Paul’s comments. Paul tells the Corinthians
that the tradition he taught them is the most important thing. It isatradition “that |
myself received.” Paul uses this phrase elsewhere in First Corinthians when he
speaks about the Eucharist. The phrase introduces a quote or formula. In the case
of the Eucharist Paul quotes from the liturgical practice of the Church. It isthe
same text we use in the Third Eucharistic Prayer: “On the night he was betrayed
Jesus took bread....”

In response to the Corinthians' question about the resurrection Paul quotes
a Profession of Faith he was taught (“1 passed on to you what | myself received”).
Paul converted to Christianity around A.D. 36, a mere three years after Jesus
death and resurrection. He tells us that he went to Church leaders to learn about
Jesus. So the formula of faith he gives us here dates back to the very beginning of
the Church.

Today’ s reading contains this early profession. The resurrection of Jesus
is proclaimed. The profession that Paul was taught then cites a series of witnesses
(apostles) — Peter and the twelve, agroup of five hundred, James and the twelve,
and finally Paul himself (the last, obvioudly, is an addition onto the original profes-
sion). Note that no stories are attached. That Jesusis aive and reveded in glory is
simply stated.

This early profession of faith pre-dates the four Gospels. It proclaims what
remains the foundation of all Christian belief and practice. In Paul’ s theology bap-
tism unites us with the risen Lord. We become part of His (risen) Body. Paul’s
teaching about the Church and the Eucharist flow from this fundamental premise.
So too does Paul’ s moral teaching. In brief, Paul instructs us that our actions
should reflect who we already are — The Body of the Risen Christ.
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S. Martin of ToursChurch

[ Catechetical Ministry ]l \Q

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION for EUCHARIST
The 2™ Eucharist parent meeting is Tuesday, Feb 6th from either 1-2:45 or 7-8:45 pm in the Community
Room.

VBC KICKOFF MEETING Tuesday, Feb 12th

Come find out the theme for this year's VBC, enjoy refreshments, and chat with our |eadership team! We're
looking for new faces to fill various Coordinator roles, volunteer to help current Coordinators, staff our VBC
classrooms and much, much more! Let’stalk about how you can play arole in putting on this fabulously fun
program for the children of St. Martin’s Parish! (If you can’t make the meeting but still want to help, please
email Trudy at trudyschenk@pacbell.net.) VBC Camp Dates. June 18-22

CHILDREN'SCATECHETICAL MINISTRY (CCM)
Mark your calendars! Catechetical sessions for grades 1 thru 6will enjoy our first ever Lenten Fair on Thurs-
day, February 15™ Please bring your ENTIRE family to the gym. Visit the activity stations

together and join other CCM familiesin preparing to welcome the start of Lent! Look for the
,{ 5 flyer coming home for more details. Remember: Parent/Guardian must accompany child.

[Adult Faith Formation I

| ———

RCIA Get to know the newest members of our
"family"! Itistheright, privilege and duty of
every member of the Catholic Community to wel-
come and walk with those participating in the RCIA
process as they seek to become members of the

On Sunday, February 11th, we will be
treated to a talk by

Church. . . :
from Santa Clara University. He will

A simple and fun way that you can do thisisto pick speak to us on the topic

up a "Bio-Flyer" asyou enter or leave the church. using

This will introduce you to the Catechumens, com- part of the text of the gospel for the week as

plete with picture and suggest sim- his starting point.

Frl]:’me?ﬁ?ovggzglj? trhye(i):J jtcijflr:g)?s "t We are doubly blest as Fr. Paul will also be
' presiding at the 10 am Mass. Treat yourself
% to this great opportunity and remember that
as Catholic Christians we never stop form-
ing our faith and making progress on the
journey!

All areinvited to participate in this
wonderful way to help welcome

them. If you to not find available

sheets in the vestibule, please contact Joy.

....... to anyone seeking information about joining the Catholic Church
or anyone who simply has questions about who we are and what we do. Our RCIA Inquiry Group meets
each Thursday evening at 7:00 PM in the Catechetical Office. Bring your questions and come and join us!!
All are Welcome, Always!!




People Ministering to People

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

ATTENTION: ALL LITURGICAL MINISTERS

f you haven®already called to r.s.v.p. for the special
Ministry Morning, which will be this Satur day, Feb-
ruary 10", please do so immediately.

Asaliturgical minister, your ministry involves serving
others before, during or after Mass. In al the busyness,
the prayer and spirituality of your ministry can get |ost.
It isimportant to set aside some time to nourish yoursdlf,
especialy before undertaking the journey into Lent and
Triduum.

We are calling the morning, " Spirit Led, Spirit Fed."
In preparation for this morning of reflection, we ask you
to consider the following questions:
- What momentsin liturgy have been particularly in-
spiring?
How has being a minister fed your spirit?
How do you feel the spirit leading you in your minis-

try?

We will gather al of the ministries from 9:00 a.m. to
Noon in the church. Therewill be opportunities to hear
about the special rites and readings during Lent and to
share about ways to feed your spirit through your minis-
try. Fr. Jack will speak about the scriptures for the sea-
son and L eo K eegan will facilitate the morning. Debbie
Reuter will lead usin prayer.

Don®forget to call the Liturgy Office at 289-9617 to
let us know that you plan to attend.

MARRIED COUPLES — Haveyou
been wondering about the Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend? We invite you
ya 5\\ to attend our "SWEETHEART BALL" @
\ @\\d) St. Justins on Feb. 17, 7PM,FREE!

~_

If you haven®yet attended a Weekend, the $25 admis-
sion will bewaived. Food & drink, DI music & door
prizes - dance the evening away with our couples and
find out about Marriage Encounter.

The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend in
the San Jose Diocese is Feb. 23-25. For information
call Ken & Claranne Schirle at (408) 782-1413, or
go to www.LoveMoreDeeply.org or Email
disilva@sbcglobal .net for more information. on the
SWEETHEART BALL.

I PARISH SCHOOL INFORMATION ]

nterested in having your child attend St. Mar-

tin's Parish School? Admission packets are
available in the school and rectory offices. Com-
pleted applications are due February 9, 2006.
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