Palm Sunday

Sunday, April 1, 2007

For the past year or more my doctors have been insisting that | simplify
my life. They tell meif | take care of myself | should be okay. | have re-
sisted their advice aslong as | dare. At my request Bishop McGrath has
granted me aleave of absence for health reasons. So | will be leaving the
parish right after Easter.

| am sorry to announce this with so little time left, but that is what
| was asked to do. | am not happy about having to do this and am sorry to
be going. But | have put it off aslong as| can. My plans areto live for
awhile near my sister and her family in Vancouver Washington.

| am profoundly grateful for my four years with you and for your
kindness and generosity to me. Thisisawonderful community with a great
staff and school. It has been an honor and joy to be part of it.

I know you will be as generous and welcoming to my replacement
as you have been to me.

Again, let me express my gratitude to you. Y ou will remain close
to my heart and in my thoughts and prayers. | hope you will do the same
for me and remember me fondly.

My address will be, 4609 NE 161% Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682.
Perhaps you might find the time to write and let me know how you are do-

ing.

Holy Week begins today with our celebration of Palm Sunday.
While the day takes its name from Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, the heart of
the liturgy is the reading of the Passion. This year we read Luke's harrative
of Jesus' final hours.

Each evangelist tells the story of Christ’s death differently. The
Passion accounts in the four Gospels are not chronicles. They are homilies.
Thefirst reading at today’ s mass is the third of Isaiah’s Suffering Servant
Hymns. The prophet speaks aword of hope to Isragl in exile, willing to
accept the suffering and abuse consequent on preaching this word.

S0 too Luke' s Passion presents Jesus as a martyr. Note the simi-
laritiesin Luke's descriptions of Jesus' death and St. Stephen’ s martyrdom
in Acts of the Apostles. It is sometimes said that Luke transforms the Pas-
sion from the key of tragedy (Mark) to the key of pathos. Jesus endures
suffering out of sympathy for others — “the daughters of Jerusalem”;
“Father forgive them”; “Today you will be with mein paradise.” Jesus dies
at peace. “Into your hands Father | commend my spirit.”

This Friday, Good Friday, we hear the Passion according to John.
Here the key is neither tragedy nor pathos. It istriumph. John’ stelling of
the Passion isaroya progressin which Jesus choreographs every event.
There is no agony in the garden. Jesus does not suffer death but hands over
his spirit. And after his death the Lord continues his work as water and
blood (baptism and Eucharist) flow from His side. Thus the church is born.

The various accounts of Jesus’ Passion are not alternatives. Rather
they are mutually complimentary narratives that disclose (some of) the
wealth of truth revealed in the cross of Jesus.

I hope you will join usthisweek in celebrating the great events
that gave us new lifein Christ.

- Fr. Jack

Rectory ... 294-8953

Mon. —Fri. 9am. -5 p.m.

School Office ... 287-3630

7:30 am. —3:30 p.m.

Pastoral Care ... 289-9617

Tues. —Fri. 8:30 am. —4:30 p.m.
Liturgy ... 289-9617

Mon- Thurs. 9:00 am. —4:30 p.m.
Catechetical ... 289-9608

Mon.— Thurs. 8:30 p.m. —4:30 p.m.

Mass Intentions for
March 31- April 7

Saturday

8:00 Bettyann Adams T
5:00 Tony and Olga Matteucci T
Sunday

7: 00 Jane Hutchins
8:30 James Mdoney t
10:00 Tom Owens t
11:30 Pat Rianda t
5:00 St. Martin’s Parishioners
Monday

8:00 Carmelo Peralta t
Tuesday

8:00 Fredlracet
Wednesday

8:00 Bill Busch 1
Thursday

Holy Thursday

Friday

Good Friday

Saturday

Holy Saturday

Weekly Sacrificial Giving

Weekly Offering (3/19-3/25/07)... 18,088.50

Weekly Goal........ccooevvrevreirinae $14,917.00
Variance ..... +21%
Actual Fiscal YTD............$521,634.77

YTD Goal for (2/25/07)....$551,929.00
Variance...-6%
St Vincent De Paul ....... $2,958.86
Thank you for your support!!




St. Martin of Tours Church

[ Catechetical Ministry |]

VACATION BIBLE CAMP The Great Bible Reef!
It’ s registration time: there’' s one for campers and one for youth aides. We'refilling up fast...You won’'t want
to miss this barrier reef adventure! VBC Camp Dates: June 18-22

PARISH FAITH FORMATION

Fr. Joseph Benedict’ s suggested reading material from 2 weeks ago:

e Stem Cell Research, New Frontiersin Science and Ethics. Edited by Nancy E. Snow, ISBN 0-268-01778-
6, www.undpress.nd.edu

¢ Human Cloning and Human Dignity, An Ethical Inquiry. The President’s Council on Bioethics, July
2002,I1SBN 0-16-042819-X, www.bioethics.gov

e Monitoring Stem Cell Research, A Report of the President’ s Council on Bioethics. January 2004, no ISBN
available, www.bioethics.gov

CHILDREN’'S CATECHETICAL MINISTRY (CCM)
Thereisno forma CCM sessions on April 5& 12. Please do attend the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’'s
Supper in the church at 7:30 pm as afamily. Regular CCM resumes on April 19",

NURSERY

The nursery will remain open as a convenience for families during Easter Sunday, but not staffed. Our volun-
teers have asked that participating parents remain in the nursery with their child so that they can attend the lit-
urgy celebrations with their families. Thank you for your understanding.

SUNDAY PROGRAMS - PRESCHOOL & CLOW
Both programs will hold regular sessions on April 1¥ & 15", but not on Easter Sunday.
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Adult Confirmation St. Martin's Adult Confirmation program will begin on Wednesday, April
18th, and will conclude on Wednesday, May 23rd. Confirmation will be held on Pentecost Sunday at the Ca-
thedral in Downtown San Jose. This program is for those 18 and over (out of High School) who have been
Baptized and received Eucharist. Please call Joy in the Catechetical Office to Register. 408.289.9608

RCIA Please pray intently for our Elect and Candidates as they walk the fina steps of their journey to the
Easter Sacraments. Also, remember the Elect throughout the world.

A most Blessed and beautiful Easter to everyone in our
community from all of the Adult Formation teams!



People Ministering to People

)[ Liturgy |

EASTER ENVIRONMENT If you would like to help us
transform our church into the glory of Easter on Satur-
day, April 7", please call the Liturgy office at 289-9617.
We welcome all helpers -- men, women & children. You
can also use the hours spent helping usin Church for your
school service hours.

Asusua, we aso welcome your DONATIONS OF
PLANTS AND FLOWERS to help us celebrate Easter.
If you wish to donate flowers in memory of afamily
member or friend, please call the Liturgy Office at 289-
9617 to give us the name(s), which will be placed in our
parish bulletin.

FAREWELL TO FATHER JACK Therewill be spe-
cial books in the main entryways of the Church and extra
pages in the Community Building in which you may write
your messages of thanks and farewell for Fr. Jack. The
books will only be out this weekend and during the Trid-
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FASHIONS SHOW: “Everything is Coming Up
Roses’, at Villa Ragusa, Wednesday, April 25th. Res-
ervations Call Peggy Muchow at 243-2933.

ANNUAL BUS TRIP: “| Love Lucy” trip to Sacra-
mento for lunch at Frasinetti’ s Winery with entertain-
ment by Judith Lynne Favero and her impersonation of
Lucille Ball. $70.00 per person including lunch, bus
fare and gratuity for the bus driver. Depart St. Martin's
Church parking lot at 9:45 am and returnto St. Mar-
tin'sat 5:00 pm . Reservations must be made and paid
for by April 18th. Call Clara De Paul at 294-7041.
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OPERATION RICE BOWL REFLTIONS
Palm Sunday — The Passion
The story of the passion includes Jesus’ last instructions to his
disciples before he completes his mission through suffering and
death. He directs them to share the bread and wine as a sharing
in his life and new covenant. We also are called to follow Jesus
in his mission that we may all be one.

More than 37 million people are living in poverty here in the
United States. While 75% of our gifts to Operation Rice Bowl
support Catholic Relief Services overseas programs, 25% of
our contributions to Operation Rice Bowl remain in our diocese
to support local programs that address hunger and poverty. The
gifts of your prayers, fasting, learning, and almsgiving through
Operation Rice Bowl make a significant difference in the lives
of people in our community and in communities around the
world.

Rice BowL COLLECTION - You may deposit your
Rice Bowl donations in the receptacle in the sanctuary,
across from the dltar. If you combine al your change in
the bowlsinto one check, it will make it easier on those
who count the money. Y ou may also put your Rice Bowl
envelopes in the collection baskets. If you need more
envelopes, there are some in the church entryways.
Thank you for your generosity to our brothers and sisters
throughout the world.

CHILDCARE DURING TRIDUUM

Your help is needed!

It is our tradition at St. Martin’s to provide Childcare
during the Triduum liturgies so that parents can have
the opportunity to worship together during these holy
days. This is one of the things that makes St. Martin's a
community where families and children are welcome.

If you can help uswith child care for an hour during the
Triduum liturgies (April 5th, 6th, or 7th), please call the
Catechetical Office at 289-9608. Grandmothers, grandfa-
thers, school parents, and teens are all welcome to help us
as we provide this important service for our community.

The students and leaders of St. Martin of Tours Y outh
Ministry invite you to observe Good Friday in a unique
way by participating in youth ministry® Passion Play, a
dramatic presentation of the Last Supper through the bur-
ial of Christ. This powerful presentation is performed
with the accompaniment of devotional music in the Taise
tradition and culminates with acommunal Taise Venera-
tion of the Cross. The program will be presented in the
parish gym at 7:00 PM on Good Friday. We hope to see
you there.

Please see the insert in today's bulletin for the complete
schedule of Easter Triduum liturgies.

April 5 Holy Thursday 7:30 p.m. Church
April 6 Good Friday  Noon -3 p.m. Church
April 6 Passion Play (by Youth Ministry) 7:00 p.m. Gym

April 7 Easter Vigil 8:30 p.m. Church (not Gym)




