Easter Sunday

Sunday, April 8, 2007

Heisrisen! Today isthe central and most important feast of the
church year. It celebrates the fundamental truth of our faith. God has
raised the crucified Jesus from death and made Him Lord. As| fre-
guently observe, everything Christians believe and do flows from this
fundamental affirmation of faith —Heisrisen!

Jesus preached that God would bring a new and eternal King-
dom. The dead will rise and the just will enter the Kingdom of God. Je-
sus favored image of the Kingdom was an eternal banquet. Death, sin
and suffering will be no more.

Hetold Hisfollowersto trust God and to live as if the Kingdom
were aready here. That ishow He lived. He invited everyone to table
fellowship. He healed the sick and forgave sinners. In the face of violent
opposition He refused to use violence to defend Himself. He insisted
that love, generosity and gentleness would have the final word.

On Good Friday it looked as if He were wrong. The great theolo-
gian and humanitarian Albert Schweitzer described Jesus as a great man
who trusted that God would use His desth to bring the Kingdom.
Schweitzer says that in choosing to die Jesus put his shoulder to the
great wheel of history, seeking to turn it and end the sorry story of hu-
man suffering. Schweitzer concluded that rather than turning the wheel,
Jesus was ground under by it. He thus joined the legions of history’s vic-
tims.

That is certainly how things seemed on Good Friday. Jesus died
alone, abandoned by friends and followers. He even seemed abandoned
by God.

But God did not abandon Him. Rather God rai sed Jesus from
death and made Him Lord. The promised Kingdom has begun. Jesus
trust in God has been vindicated. Despite al the evidence to the con-
trary, generosity and gentleness will have the final word.

Easter faith is not easy. Authentic faith manifestsitself not so
much in what we think asin how we live. Belief in Jesus' resurrection
means that we have the courage to live as He lived. An honest ook at
history revealsthat very few Christians have been willing to do so. How
frequently have Christians eschewed violence as a means of self-
protection? How many of us believe that the real winners are the gener-
ous and the gentle?

Today we gather to celebrate Easter mass. Of course every mass
is, at its essence, a celebration of Easter. With Jesus' resurrection the
Eternal Banquet has begun. The Lord is alive and with us. Our Eucharis-
tic meal isaready a participation in the Eternal Banquet of heaven.

May this communion in the Risen Christ give us the strength and
courage to live as He lived. May we proclaim “He is Risen!” not simply
with our lips but in how we live.

In this, my final pastor’s letter et me express my gratitude for
the four years | have been at St. Martin’s. It is my departing prayer that
this parish and diocese will courageously proclaim the Easter truth that
gentleness, mercy, forgiveness and love are more powerful than vio-
lence, greed and coercion. May all of our lives proclaim, to Glory of
God the Father, that Jesus Christ is Lord!

- Fr. Jack
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S. Martin of ToursChurch

Catechetical Ministry ]l

God of Eternal Life,
we are glad and regjoice,
for you have given us
the gift of eternal life
through your Son, Jesus Christ.
Alleluial Amen.
Catechetics will be closed for the Easter break, April 9 thru April 12. Have ajoyous Easter season!
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VACATION BIBLE CAMP The Great Bible Reef! VBC is June 18" thru 22"%vBC and great for the whole commu-
nity! Contact Trudy Schenk at trudyschenk@pacbell.net if you'reinterested in being a part of thiswonderful experi-
ence. Registration for campersis going on now! Last day to register is April 26™.

CHILDREN’'S CATECHETICAL MINISTRY (CCM)

CCM resumes on April 19". Annual CCM Open House is Thursday, April 26" starting at 4 pm. Come sit in the session,
meet our catechists and experience this wonderful community! Pre-registration for the next catechetical year will be
availablel

FAMILY MASS

Join us at the 8:30 Family Mass and Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, April 22™ hosted by 3 & 5™ grade parishioners.
RSV P information flyers are already ouit!

NURSERY

The nursery will remain open as a convenience for families during Easter Sunday, but not staffed. Our volunteers have
asked that participating parents remain in the nursery with their child so that they can attend the liturgy cele-

brations with their families. Thank you.
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With great joy and thanksgiving the Community of St.
Martin®@wel comes the newest members of our family who were fully initiated into the Church at Easter
Vigil:




People Ministering to People

I Peace and Justice I]

LITANY OF THANKS FOR FATHER JACK

The Peace & Justice Commission wishes all St. Martin®
parishioners a Happy Easter and invites them and our
newly baptized membersto our April meeting this
Thursday, April 12, at 7:15 p.m. in the Community
Building.

Some of our current issues: eliminating torture and hu-
man trafficking, supporting hotel workersin their efforts
to unionize and win humane working conditions, pro-
moting fair-trade products, and calling for peace in the
Middle East.

I Ladies Guild News ])
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FASHIONS SHOW: “Everything is Coming Up Roses’,
at Villa Ragusa, Wednesday, April 25th. Reservations
Call Peggy Muchow at 243-2933.

ANNUAL BUSTRIP: “I Love Lucy” trip to Sacramento
for lunch at Frasinetti’ s Winery with entertainment by
Judith Lynne Favero and her impersonation of Lucille
Ball. $70.00 per person including lunch, busfare and gra-
tuity for the bus driver. Depart St. Martin’s Church park-
ing lot at 9:45 am and return to St. Martin’s at 5:00 pm .
Reservations must be made and paid for by April 18th.
Call ClaraDe Paul at 294-7041.

I PALM SUNDAY THANKS |

Our Passion Sunday liturgies were beautiful and moving
experiences due to the work of many parishioners.

Jerry and Jessie Romer o cut and carried the huge
pams that hung in the church on Palm Sunday and Miguel
Ramos helped to prepare them.

DennisWard and Parke Y oung placed them (so ex-
pertly) in the rafters, along with the Men® Club members:
Doug Schenk, Frank Capri, Steve Lencioni, and the
Combs and Weger families.

Gerri Nedley, Sheilalvers, Liz Asborno and Susie
Williams hel ped to hang the cloths.

Harry Soza (with his broken ankle) coordinated the
outdoor processions.

Thanks also to our excellent L ectors, Musicians, Ush-
ersand other minister sfor their constant and capable min-
istry in the Church.

Our pastor, Fr. Jack Bonsor, istaking aleave
of absence for health reasons and will be leav-
Ing us on Easter Sunday. As he goes, we
would like to express our thanks for his minis-
try among us.

Father Jack, we thank you for the many ways
that you have blessed our community:

For the quality of your homilies, that are
insightful, prophetic and inspiring

For your wry sense of humor

For your humble, self-effacing and compas-
sionate presence

For being the calm eye of wisdom in the
midst of storms

For your attentiveness to the sick and eld-
erly, visiting them in homes and hospitals

For your able and steady |eadership of the
parish staff, school, Council and finances

For your kind and gentle presence with the
children

For your prophetic witness, encouraging us
to act on behalf of the poor, for peace and for
an end to torture

For your encouragement to the students to
fulfill their calling as Christians in prayer and
service

For bringing Victor with you everywhere

For your ability to explain complex ideasin
simple and compelling ways that people of al
ages can understand

For your quiet, peaceful and genuine pres-
ence

In these and many other ways, you have been
ablessing to us. We send our prayers and
blessings with you, and pray that, with rest,
your health will return.

May God® peace be with you always.




