










 

 

St Martin’s of Tours Women’s 
Retreat 

 
September 17 - 19, 2010 

Villa Maria del Mar, Santa Cruz 
 
 

Woman:  
Seat of Wisdom - Called and Gifted 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Facilitator:  Janet Perucca-Kleinhofer, M.A., 
currently ministers in the Diocese of San José 
Adult Spirituality and Faith Formation .  She 
serves as a retreat facilitator, spiritual direc-
tor, instructor in the Diocesan Institute for 
Leadership in Ministry, teacher in catechist 
certification programs, guest retreat director at 
the Jesuit Retreat Center, and a participant in 
the Pierre Favre Program, an in-depth study of 
the Ignatian exercises.  She has been involved 
in some facet of religious education or faith 
formation for the past thirty-three years.  Janet 
holds a Masters degree in Spirituality from 
Santa Clara University, training and certifica-
tion as a Spiritual Director and Master Cate-
chist, and training in directing the Ignatian 
Exercises along with the integration of spiritu-
ality and Gospel justice.  She is the mother of 
three adult children and a grandmother of two. 
 

Flyers and registration forms are available in 
the rectory and church entries. 

IF THIS MAN WERE A PROPHET 
 

In today’s Gospel, Simon observes Jesus 
accepting the ministrations of a sinful woman. He 
questions whether Jesus can be a prophet since Je-
sus apparently does not know “what sort of woman 
this is” (Luke 7:39). Jesus, however, knows far 
more than what Simon observes about the woman. 
Jesus knows not only her sinfulness but her great 
love as well. And Jesus responds, not to Simon’s 
verbal objections, but to his unspoken criticism. 
Here, indeed, is a prophet who knows our thoughts 
and sinfulness, but knows our goodness, too. 

People frequently judge each other by ex-
ternals, just as Simon did. They categorize each 
other and, having been categorized, they can do 
little to escape. The woman in the Gospel was “a 
sinful woman in the city” (Luke 7:37). Her gestures 
to Jesus of love and humility were, therefore, over-
looked by Simon. A sinner can, apparently, do no 
good. 

Jesus sees things differently. He points out 
the goodness of the woman and appreciates her 
love in spite of her failures. Likewise, Jesus knows 
we are all sinners, but he loves us anyway. 
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