We begin this weekend with introducing and explaining some changes that are coming up in the English Speaking Church. We want to begin introducing these changes to you now, so that, when the season of Advent comes, we will all have become more comfortable

and be less conscious of the changes.

We are a church of ritual, and respecting and understanding ritual behavior is important. Surprises and interruptions are never welcome in rituals. The purpose of ritual behavior is to free us from concern about what to do and why or when. It allows us to be God conscious rather than self-conscious. Knowing what to expect, what to say, and when to say it is essential for ritual behavior.

I was pleasantly surprised last weekend, when taking a survey by hand at Mass, to discover that nearly half of you of you are aware that something is coming: a new translation of our prayers at Mass. I do hope that you found the video this weekend to be helpful. If you would like to view it again, you can visit our parish web page at stmartin.org.  Next week we will explore and understand why we do  what we do during the Introductory Rites.

Please remember that the new translation will be more faithful to the original Latin, and will echo familiar passages from the Bible much more than our current translation. These changes do not mean that we are going to begin speaking Latin in the church or that any

of the reforms of Vatican II are changing, but rather that our liturgical language is maturing. Perhaps more than anything else, the new translation is teaching us all not to take what we have for granted, not to slip into automatic from what many of us have learnt through the years, perhaps without a second thought. The Mass through the new translation far from taking us backwards, is guiding us forwards with a fresh outlook and greater understanding of what we celebrate at each and every Eucharist.

It is my hope and prayer that as we prepare for this new translation over the next few weeks, we will also deepen, nurture, and celebrate our faith through the renewal of our understanding of worship and the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy. Have a good week.

Peace,

Fr. Chris
