Christmas is easy.  No, I don’t mean all the things we need to do for it.  I mean the event itself.  Christmas happened a long time ago and as Christians we are correct to celebrate.  And still, year after year, we celebrate Advent.  The stores are decorated and the radio is playing Christmas tunes.  Actually, they have been doing it since the last pumpkin was carved.  Then you come into Church without those decorations, you sing songs of expectation, and hear readings urging you to be watchful for something everyone outside has already seen.

If Christ has come and will come again, you would think the earth would be a paradise.  We would be people who live knowing the grace received and the grace to come.  Clearly, that is not the world in which we live.  Even the best of us can live at times as if Christ had not been born.  Some of the greatest family fights occur during the celebration of the birth of the Prince of Peace.  Some are depressed by the arrival of the reason for eternal happiness.
Christmas is easy if we keep it in the past.  The coming of Christ in glory is a date that is not found on our calendar.  And as long as we keep these safely at their respective distances, they have no real impact on us.  But Advent with the themes of promise, redemption and hope helps us prepare for Christmas when the first coming of Jesus is remembered and celebrated.  Advent also challenges us to await and prepare for the second coming of Jesus at the end of time.
Even as the reminders of Christmas are everywhere, we celebrate Advent.  Enjoy the signs of Christmas as the road signs showing the way to Jesus who dwells by faith in your heart.  And may the mystery of Advent be your holy discovery that it is Christ who is searching for you more than you could ever search for Him.  Remember that Advent helps us to realize how we need to change ourselves, so we may be found ready.  Be watchful!  Be alert!  Happy Advent.
Peace,
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