This weekend we begin implementing all the changes called for in the new Roman Missal.  This new translation affects the words we speak or sing at every Mass, and the prayers that the priest recites alone.  We want to begin these changes now, so that when the season of Advent comes we will have become comfortable and be less conscious of the changes.

We are a church of rituals.  Respecting and understanding ritual behavior is important.  Surprises and interruptions are never welcome in rituals.  The purpose of ritual behavior is to free us from concern about what to do and why or when.  It allows us to be God conscious rather than self-conscious.  Knowing what to expect, what to say, and when to say it is essential for ritual behavior.  The Mass is our most cherished religious ritual – the very source and summit of our faith – any change in the way we celebrate the Eucharist will naturally produce a certain amount of anxiety.
Perhaps, the new translation is teaching us all not to take what we have for granted, not to slip into automatic from what many of us have learned through the years, perhaps without a second thought.  The new translation of the Roman Missal is not taking us backwards, but is guiding us forward with a fresh outlook and greater understanding of our spiritual and heavenly home.

It is interesting to note that when we gather with our family and friends to share a meal, we talk and share our stories and then we move to the table.  The food is brought to the table, we say grace, and we pass the food and eat and drink.  Finally, we take our leave and return to our homes.  The Mass has these same four movements: 1) Gathering, 2) Storytelling, 3) Meal sharing and 4) Commissioning.

It is my hope and prayer that as we implement the changes called for in the new Roman Missal, we will also deepen, nurture, and celebrate our faith through the renewal of our understanding of worship and the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy.  Have a good week.

Peace,

Fr. Chris 

